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To Kill a Mockingbird 

This unit is a mixture of EngageNY Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Share-Alike license 

(https://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-8-ela-module-2a) and teacher created materials. 

 

Grade 9  Wisconsin Common Core State Standards 

R1.  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 

as inferences drawn from the text. 

R2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of 

the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

R3.  Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over 

the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme 

R7.  Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including 

what is emphasized or absent in each treatment 

RI 1.  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 

well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone 

RI 5.  Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular 

sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text 

RL 1.  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 

and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 

and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

W10.  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

Learning Targets 

• I can analyze figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings.  

• I can analyze how difference in points of view between characters and audience create effects in writing.  

• I can analyze how different structures impact meaning and style of a text.  

• I can analyze how specific dialogue or incidents in a plot propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.  

• I can analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.  

• I can analyze the connections between modern fiction and myths, traditional stories, or religious works (themes, patterns of events, 

character types). 

https://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-8-ela-module-2a
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• I can analyze the development of a theme or central idea throughout the text (including its relationship to supporting ideas).  

• I can analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production follows the text or script of the same literary text. 

• I can analyze the extent to which a filmed version of a story stays faithful to or departs from the text, evaluating the choices made by 

actors or directors.  

• I can analyze the impact of word choice on meaning and tone (analogies or allusions).  

• I can analyze the structure of a specific paragraph in a text (including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key 

concept).  

• I can cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 

from the text.  

• I can compare and contrast the structure of multiple texts.  

• I can determine an author’s point of view or purpose in informational text.  

• I can determine figurative and connotative meanings of words and phrases as they are used in a text including analogies or allusions 

to other texts.  

• I can determine the meaning of words and phrases in literary text (figurative, connotative, and technical meanings).  

• I can determine the theme or central ideas of an informational text.  

• I can effectively engage in discussions with diverse partners about ninth-grade topics, texts, and issues 

• I can evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different media to present an idea. 

• I can evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text (assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 

sufficient to support the claims). 

• I can evaluate the choices made by the director or actors in presenting an interpretation of a script.  

• I can identify the argument and specific claims in a text. 

• I can objectively summarize informational text.  

• I can objectively summarize literary text 

• I can objectively summarize literary text.  

• I can use a variety of strategies to determine the meaning of unknown words or phrases.  

 

 

 

 

Central Texts 

1. Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird (New York: Grand Central Publishing, 1960), ISBN: 978-0-446-31078-9. 

2. Shirley Chisholm, “Equal Rights for Women,” speech made on May 21, 1969. 

3. Sojourner Truth, “Ain’t I a Woman?” speech made in May 1851. 

4. To Kill a Mockingbird, film directed by Robert Mulligan (and starring Gregory Peck), 1962. 

5. Robert Hayden, “Those Winter Sundays,” 1966. 

6. Countee Cullen, “Incident,” 1925. 

7. Ella Wheeler Wilcox, “Solitude,” 1883. 
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Day 1:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird chapter 1 and do “Take a Stand:  Frayer Model” 

Power Point—Background on the Great Depression 

Explain literary circles and assign jobs/groups
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Day 2:  Read Shirley Chisolm letter and do close reading activity 
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Day 3:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird chapter 2 
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Day 4:  To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 2 Reread 
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Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 3 
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Day 5:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 4 

Gallery Walk Quotes (to be hung up around the room) 
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Watch To Kill A Mockingbird film.  



P a g e  | 24 

 

 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 25 

 

 

 

  



P a g e  | 26 

 

 

Day 6:  To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 4 cont. 

Watch Karen Armstrong’s TED Talk, 

http://www.ted.com/talks/karen_armstrong_let_s_revive_the_golden_rule.html 

 

http://www.ted.com/talks/karen_armstrong_let_s_revive_the_golden_rule.html
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Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 5 
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Directions for activity on next page: 
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Assignment:  Find a photograph that shows prejudice 

1.  Discuss the different kinds of prejudice that could be found in the world.  

(example:  prejudice against someone’s age) 

2. Find and print a photograph that shows an example of prejudice. 

3. On a notecard, write five or more sentences explaining your example of 

prejudice and what is happening in your picture. 

4. Have your picture printed and ready to hang up for the gallery walk 

before chapter 10.  
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Day 7:  To Kill a Mockingbird Ch.5 Cont. 

 

 

Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 6-7 
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Day 8:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 8, Do literary circle for ch.1-7 
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Day 9: Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 9 
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Day 10:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 10 

World Café Teacher/Student Instructions 
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Do prejudice picture gallery walk that was assigned on day 6. 
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Day 11:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 11  
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Day 12:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 12-13 
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Literary Circle 8-11 

 

Watch To Kill a Mockingbird movie 
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Day 13:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 14-15 

Do Vocabulary Activity “I Have, You Have” 

Three in a Row Notecatcher 

Who takes a stand in Ch. 
11?  Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

page number_______ 
Evidence: 

page number_______ 
Evidence: 

Why does Atticus refer to 
Mrs. Dubose as “the bravest 
person I ever knew”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

page number_______ 
Evidence: 

page number_______ 
Evidence: 

Why does Aunt Alexandra 
think the Finches are 
special? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

page number_______ 
Evidence: 

page number_______ 
Evidence: 
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Day 14:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 16-17 
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Day 15 & 16:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 18-19 & 20-22 

Do literary circle ch. 12-17 
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Day 17:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 23 

Day 18:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 24 

Day 19:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 25-27, Do literary circle for ch. 23-24 

The teacher will divide you into five groups.  Each group will get a question.  Read your question and 

answer it, using textual evidence from the reading. 

 

Chapter 22-23 

The teacher will divide you into five groups.  Each group will get a question.  Read your question and 

answer it, using textual evidence from the reading. 
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Chapter 22-23 

The teacher will divide you into five groups.  Each group will get a question.  Read your question and 

answer it, using textual evidence from the reading. 
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Chapter 22-23 

The teacher will divide you into five groups.  Each group will get a question.  Read your question and 

answer it, using textual evidence from the reading. 
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Chapter 22-23 

The teacher will divide you into five groups.  Each group will get a question.  Read your question and 

answer it, using textual evidence from the reading. 
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Chapter 24-26 
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Sentence Strips 

Atticus defends Tom Robinson 

Atticus insists Cal can stay as long as she wishes with the Finch family  

Atticus spends the night outside the jailhouse  

Atticus stands by his decision to defend Tom to Heck Tate  

Atticus’s closing argument 

Calpurnia brings the children to church  

Mr. Raymond lives how he believes  

Mr. Underwood stays at the newspaper office to protect Atticus 

outside the jailhouse  

Mr. Underwood’s editorial 

Mrs. Dubose battles addiction  

Scout stands up for Walter  

Tom Robinson goes to court  

 

Everyone will receive a sentence strip.  Write what your sentence strip 

says under the quote that you think best demonstrated the stand that 

you have been given.  As an exit ticket, write you explanation under 

the quote that you chose (on the next page.) 
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Day 20:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 28-29 

 

 

Day 21:  Read To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 30-31, finish movie 

Day 22:  Do literary circle for ch. 25-31, Final test on To Kill a Mockingbird  

 

 


